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Dear Harold* 

Herewith the copy as promised It's In rough shape, 

so don't worry about semantics but grateful for the 

cheok on the facts*.*.* 

,1 also want to make It as strong bb possible, so I’m hoping 
you won t Insist on the fI believe' over his fear of being 
murdered In Jail. In fact, looking back over your book after 
you mentioned It on the telephone, you come out much harder than 
Just 'believing* In It.... ^ 

Anotherpolnt . . . .1 wanted to use the bit about the 
bundle being planted before the killing , although I see In my 

notes If twas off the record you off course have the okay 

on what goes In, but grateful again If you can let this * stiok... 
it's phrased, I think to keep away an y trouble over It 

great meeting you the other day, and look forward to 
hearing from you soon.... 




Dick 



..itt v3* U 






Blurb* w «lsber«. 





A former Senate Investigator, Rarold Welsberg is the 
author of the recently published book "^rarae-Up* 1'he Martin 
Luther King/James Rnrl Ray Cp 3 e”. ^t Is the result of two years 




Investigation Into the assassination of K lng, and it concludes 

the alleged killer # was desjj'.tt (?(<!»-<{;*><, A^cil'v t~ 

that //8«7^t!Ps BW ml . ugmfetaHmgnlmgm ' 1 \ ,y / 

C &-• *•' € 'D 

^ere, exclusively for ENQUIRER readers, W e isberg 



o 



tells why imp Ray was forced Into his recent attempt to 
break prison - and why Ray Is aopeallng for a new trial. 



endslt blurb. 



Dick 



J ames S a rl Ray...l. 



By Harold H elsberg 
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be permanently silenced by the real 



(j) ^ killers of black civil rights leader ^artln Luther K lng caused 






James Earl Bay to make hla abortive prison break on Hay 3. 
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t ' 1 /) Kay t desplte7pleadlng guilty to the murder of K lng and 

M'T L - 



being sentenced to 99 years in Jail, did not do the shooting. 



being preGsured Into 
(M, . A Bay t despite/pl 

being sentenced to 99 

IV ^'rom my exhaustive investigations, I am oertain that there 

was a conspiracy to kill King, but that Bay was only a decoy* 

Bo evldenoe mxftx&jDax*BikUba exists which could have 
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convicted Ray of the crime. But In the haste to gain a conviction 
our law enforcement agencies chose to Agnmoim ignore this. 

Bay now wants to prove his Innocence. But -he knows - that 
he can do this only by living to go to court again. 
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H© is appealing for a new trial - his most recent 

but 

appeal was turned down - and he knows he faces a long 

X 

„ successful, 

period in Jail before he will be gxsH**rixaatnH®wmlar±«i . 

H e has never, ever talked about whon*«fea he was 

/ 

associated with in Memphis on April ^ , 1968, the day 
King was shot. It is very possible that he will never name them** 
- it would not be necessary to do so Am in showing his innocence 
in any new trial. — 

But he has a very real fear that these people, who 
did kill King, w^T want him silenced. 

It is a fear he has had ever since he was arrested, 

— ,_7 

a fear underlined by threat s on his life, and the knowledge that 

violence in Jail is a way of life. 

Although I know of no acts of violence against Bay in 

.. R . m ^ « f£ OB which he tried to escape , 

the Brushy Mountain b ta te F rison in Tonnes see//I know , 

i.’A W* i+- hs 1 

the possibility of his being murdered is constantly on his ralnd. 
Murders in Jail are not uncommon. They can easily be arranged. 
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This knowledge, 
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A proven expert in hiding out, Ray undoubtedly felt he would 
out3lde prison walls to 

have been safer JfoWconducttauc his fight to prove his lwocence. 



My own ■ efforts to find out the truth In the killing 
have 

of King Involved a two year on-and -off legal battle 



Me with Memphis court authorities, the U.S. Attorney General's 

-f 1 irJ t 

office, and even Ray's lawyers. 



Although all I was seeking were matters of public 



record, I have been continually lied# too by these people 



including top federal officials denying the existence of documents 

J* \p f 

I /CtfT T i > i ^Xti* fl/ * i-(<* *r/'> 

which th ey lofe»r -have Wen -forced ~to -produce through ijhp legal 



action. 




As well as obtaining these documents, I have personally 
Interviewed or caused to be Interviewed, witnesses in Memphis, 

.4 f (. u 

N ©w °rleands, California,, and London , England. 

My conclusions In analysing all this Information are 
that ^ames Earl Ray was framed, not only by his associates, but 
by our own law enforcement agencies in irelng convicted of King's 
murder. 
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Bay. ..4. 

Although he was in //emphls at the time of the 

killing, and.imdoubtedly engaged In some kind of criminal 

/ 

activity, there Is no evidence that this activity involved fAc 

' <£ 

kill ingoing, 

Ut^03. R '/ pleaded guilty to the murder of K ing, it was 
on the 111-advloe of his lawyers that it was the only way to 



escape the electric chair. 

" p pCtt- 

l ad he pleaded not guilty. 
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there Is no way 
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. . . . , killed K lng. 

the prosecution could have proven he fa g a vifl nd ^n 

can Identify 

axm xmamxmu litem £& fib oim^ny as being in 

the rooming house from where the assassin's shot is alleged to 

Neither the rooming kouse manager, M rs. ^essie - 
have been fired. mkmx&mBxmftteumiimmSliBialimsBymxmttmxmBmkiixhamm 

Brewer , nor Charles Stephens, a lodger, two 'witnesses' who 

pnurafchroxm»B>uttiaJ.ihaaxmxmt«yrBwrtita» — !■ ip 

are claimed 

■XxXm. to have seen the man who killed King, can positively identify 
that man as B n y. Ww Brie tu I 4 ( tit jL u HI / J* 

Bay's fingerprints were found only on easily 
movable objeots, such as beer cans and a pair of binoculars,. They 



in the room he was alleged to have rented nor 



were never found 
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ThA rifle that Bay {rllasge&ly used to kill King -/jfound 

in a shop doorway after the killing - w»e — planted — tn-~the 
doo rway m inut e s 
ta -peoplB ~ Whu uouM - hav e -tentfcied^to-^thla 

.-/ f /" N 

o ballistics evidence could be produced to tie In this 
rifle with the bullet which killed King. 

The prosecution knew all this when they accepted 

M^b t } * u ( TMu* * * u 4^i K ttai 

a plea of guilty from Bay. U iT 

But Bay , an escaped convict whom* they could 
undoubtedly prove was In the Memphis area - although not In the 

rooming house - at the time of the killing, was a perfect 

the. law enforcement aganclea_ - 

patsy for «ls plea of guilty, brought through fear of 

legal execution, wrapped up the K i n g killing case without 

delving into the possibility of conspiracy. 



There is no doubt In my mind that Bay wrs set 



up 



as a decoy by the people who really committed the crime. IS&itk 
'Svldence* was planted to Implicate him. 

And It suited the jmbi purposes of our Justice to 
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acceDt that evidence Without: *«»*<* «■«,<*. V / . / /- 
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Bay 6.. 



Now Kay has to fight a judicial system which framed 

faw'j *t r jfWW'} A- <5- 

him, while knowing that his life Is' at all times threatened 

'Tu 

by the real killers of Martin Luther King. 



endsit. 




Bottom 4-mi3sing copu. 

the furhiture in it he is alleged to have moved nor even in or on that white 

Mustang he is said to have used in temraaohi a desparate, 4-00-mile dash accross the heart 

of the south to Atlanta in escaping. 

top 5 ; a fter dqah was not and cannot be connected with the shooting. This entire aspect 
is so questionable I now have proof in my possession that the official picture of it as 
found is not, in fact, authentic and was later staged by the police. 



